
Director of Engineering
Port of Oakland, CA



The Port of Oakland
The Port of Oakland includes the Oakland Seaport, Oakland International Airport (OAK), and 20 miles of 
the Oakland Waterfront. The Oakland Seaport is among the top ten busiest container ports in the U.S.; 
Oakland International Airport is the fifth largest airport in California offering over 375 daily passenger 
flights and FedEx and UPS hubs; and the Port’s real estate includes commercial developments such as 
Jack London Square and hundreds of acres of public parks and conservation areas. The Port is a 
dynamic and fast paced work environment working closely with its neighboring communities and its 
diverse array of tenants who utilize the facilities. The Port employs approximately 500 individuals and 
has annual revenues of approximately $400 million and is independently financed. Together, through 
Port operations and those of its tenants and users, the Port generates approximately 100,000 jobs in 
the region and the Port’s overall economic value—from business revenue, consumer spending, and 
total value of goods and services—is approximately $175 billion. The Port of Oakland was established 
in 1927 and is governed solely by the Board of Port Commissioners as an independent department of 
the City of Oakland. For more information, visit the Port’s website at www.portofoakland.com. For more 
information, visit the Port’s website at www.portofoakland.com. 

The Community
Nestled in between the San Francisco Bay and the Pacific Coast Range mountains, the City of Oakland 
has a rich history, diverse culture, and expanding economy. Its temperate Bay Area climate - rated the 
best in the nation - combined with a vast network of arts, entertainment, recreational, and educationally 
enriching amenities make Oakland a thriving setting for its 447,000 residents and a tourist destination 
for visitors. The City’s diverse landscape is a lively urban-suburban mix of beautiful hillside residential 
neighborhoods, a large stock of historic homes and buildings, two lakes and the Oakland Estuary.

Oakland is also one of the nation’s most diverse cities, with residents speaking nearly 125 different 
languages and dialects. Oakland’s diversity is also reflected in more than 600 year-round cultural fairs 
and events citywide. Other recreational, cultural and entertainment activities take place in 106 parks, 
Lake Merritt, Jack London Square, Oakland Zoo, the Oakland Museum of California, and the Paramount 
Theater, among other welcoming venues. 

Oakland is near some of California’s most famous destinations – San Francisco is just minutes away 
and the world-renowned Napa and Sonoma Valleys wine country is a short distance further. In addition, 
Oakland is just three hours from Lake Tahoe, the Sierra Mountains, and Mendocino and less than three 
hours from Monterey, Carmel and a short one-hour flight to Southern California. For longer trips, 
travelers can take advantage of the generous flight schedule offered by the numerous major carriers at 
Oakland International Airport. Encompassing a wide range of housing and educational choices for its 
residents while providing all the elements of an attractive urban city, Oakland is a great place to live, 
work, and play.
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The Role
The Director of Engineering reports directly to the Chief Operating Officer and is responsible for the 
Engineering Division. Engineering supports the development, renewal, and compliance of the physical 
infrastructure of the Port through asset management, planning support, design, and construction of 
Port facilities. Engineering’s primary role is to develop and manage capital and expense projects and 
programs of the Port. Engineering also supports the revenue divisions with tenant projects and 
coordinates with Facilities Departments which have a significant role in on-going asset management 
through their maintenance activities.

Engineering provides planning support, scoping, engineering design, engineering project management, 
construction management, cost estimating, scheduling, facility inspections/assessments, review and 
inspection of tenant improvements, and technical studies to support the Port’s revenue divisions’ 
infrastructure and development needs. Preparation of plans and specifications are accomplished largely 
through outside professional services contracts with oversight and management being provided by 
staff. In conjunction with the Social Responsibility Division (SRD), the Engineering team ensures that 
there is compliance with the non-discrimination and small and local business utilization policy. Also, 
working with other divisions, the Engineering team supports the application for and implementation of 
outside grants/funding sources as these relate to Port projects.

In addition to managing urban infrastructure projects and programs similar to a city, including roadways 
and bridges, sewers, water, and stormwater, electrical substations and distribution systems, building 
structures and systems, parks, and more.

Engineering also manages an exciting and diverse array of specialized engineering projects and 
programs including:

 f Creating and maintaining the water depth of the channels and berths to provide for safe and 
efficient maritime navigation at the Port. This responsibility includes the Port’s berth maintenance 
dredging program, coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the federal channel 
maintenance dredging, and deepening projects as applicable; 

 f Ensuring the structural integrity and major operational maintenance of Port-owned container 
cranes;

 f Maintaining the pavement, lighting, signage, and drainage of the four-runway airfield complex at 
OAK to exacting Federal Aviation Standards while continuing critical operations;

 f Constructing in active passenger terminals with specialized operational and security requirements; 
and

 f Working with a diverse set of transportation and real estate tenants and customers supporting 
their operational needs.

Engineering also provides a variety of engineering-related support services to the Port, Port tenants, 
and the public, including Contract Administration, Document Control, Standards, Geographic 
Information Systems, and Geomatics (Surveys and Land Records).
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The Opportunity
The Port of Oakland is a dynamic, high profile and fast-paced organization which prides itself on serving 
the community and region in a thoughtful and respectful way. The Port is seeking a Director of 
Engineering to join its team of dedicated professionals. This is an amazing “once in a career” opportunity 
to play a key leadership role in projects that will help shape the community for generations to come.

The Director of Engineering will have a unique opportunity to oversee key priorities of the Port including 
infrastructure improvements and new industry initiatives designed to serve the next generation.

Infrastructure Improvements:

 f Passenger Terminal Modernization and Development at Oakland International Airport – currently 
under environmental review this project will build new passenger facilities and rehabilitate existing 
facilities.

 f Modernize the Port’s infrastructure. Lead the campaign to build back and catch up on traditional 
improvements while keeping an eye on funding and project timelines. Accomplish projects with a 
sense of urgency strategically positioning the Port.

New Industry Initiatives:

 f Embrace the opportunity to work on implementing new technologies, legislation and initiatives 
(e.g. Zero Emissions Initiative). As the positions itself in the forefront of transforming transportation 
operations to zero emissions, be responsible for creating a plan of action for the Port. 
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The Candidate
The  ideal candidate will have a background in managing diverse engineering projects as well as 
experience working in an enterprise-funded department or organization. This person will thrive in 
bringing a creative approach to engineering and foster a collaborative, open and transparent culture. 
They will enjoy engaging with the COO and staff with a positive and team-spirited attitude. 
The ideal candidate will be calm and confident, driven to support team success, self-directed and 
focused on the Port’s mission and goals. This person will be inclusive, able to listen to other’s 
perspectives and comfortable presenting to the Board, other departments and community groups. 
Lastly, the selected candidate will be committed to serving the Port and value the positive economic 
impact it makes.

Education, Experience & Certifications

 f This position requires education and experience reflecting possession of the knowledge and skills. 
A typical combination would include: a bachelor’s degree in Engineering or related technical field 
plus at least twelve years of professional experience successfully managing capital and expense 
projects similar in size, complexity and nature to the Port’s portfolio, including at least five years 
managing professional staff. 

 f Licensed Professional Engineer by the State of California preferred. 
 f Experience with public works, environmental programs and compliance, and utility regulation and 

management strongly preferred. Candidates should have experience managing large departments 
and unionized staff. 

 f Must be available for on-call duty as required by emergency situations, or as required for 
uninterrupted Port operations.
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Compensation
The salary range for this position will be commensurate with the qualifications and experience of 
the successful candidate. The Port’s benefit program ranks among the best in the region for public 
jurisdictions and is designed to reward performance and promote a balanced lifestyle, both at the 
workplace and away from the workplace, for our employees and their families. The Port is committed 
to the health and well-being of its employees and has been recognized as a FIT-Friendly Employer 
by the American Heart Association. The Port’s attractive benefits package includes: 

 f California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) pension formula of 2% at 62 for new 
members or 2.5% at 55 for new hires with other CalPERS membership and/or reciprocity. 

 f The Port offers lifetime retiree medical benefits for eligible employees and dependents. 

 f The Port pays 100% of Kaiser medical, dental and vision premium cost for employees and 
dependents. 

Time Away from Work 

 f From 2 to 5 weeks of vacation depending on years of employment at the Port 

 f 10 days of Management Leave 

 f 12 days of sick leave per year after three months of employment 

 f 13 paid holidays and 1 Floating Holiday

To learn more, visit http://www.portofoakland.com/business/human-resources/.

How to Apply
Please apply on-line immediately at www.allianceRC.com. For questions and inquiries, please 
contact: 

Alliance Resource Consulting LLC

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/alliance-resource-consulting

An Equal Opportunity/ADA Employer

Sherrill Uyeda 
Office: (562) 901-0769 x331 
E-mail: suyeda@alliancerc.com

Cindy Krebs 
Office: (562) 901-0769 x336 
E-mail: ckrebs@alliancerc.com
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